BUKU-LARRNGAY MULKA CENTRE

Yirrkala NT 0880 Australia
phone (08) 8987 1701 fax (08) 8987 2701
art@yirrkala.com - www.yirrkala.com ABN: 66 988 958 476

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This email is to confirm that Piers Kelly, under contract with the Australian Museum, has
coordinated with the Buku-Larrngay Mulka Centre regarding consultation on message sticks
that are historically associated with Yirrkala.

He has begun phone-based consultation with Waka Munungurr regarding a significant
message stick at the Australian Museum. He has sent a preliminary report on 14 other
message sticks housed in different Australian collections which he also intends to discuss,
under guidance from relevant Knowledge Holders. He has indicated an intention to visit in
April and May 2026.

He has agreed to share findings with relevant knowledge-holders associated with the art
centre, as well as the art centre itself.

Will Stubbs
Co-ordinator
30.3.26
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9 messages

Michelle Culpitt <Michelle.Culpitt@bawinanga.com> 26 November 2019 at 10:17
To: "Rebecca.Mirams@magnt.net.au" <Rebecca.Mirams@magnt.net.au>
Cc: Luke Scholes <Luke.Scholes@magnt.net.au>, Piers Kelly <piers.kelly@gmail.com>, Ingrid Stonhill <Ingrid.Stonhill@bawinanga.com>

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
This email is to confirm that Piers Kelly is completing a study on message sticks from Maningrida and associated outstations.
The project was reviewed and approved by the Arts & Culture Committee of the Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporation at its meeting on Friday 1 March 2019.

A part of the project involves bringing images of message sticks from museums as prompts for discussion with local Indigenous knowledge holders. These
images are also retained by the Maningrida Arts Centre for its records. No restricted images are involved.

Piers is working with Bob Burruwal and Lena Yarinkura. These two individuals have the cultural authority to discuss message sticks associated with the
Maningrida region and its associated the outstations and were appointed by the 14 member arts & culture committee as the main contacts for this project.

Piers would therefore like to request permission from collecting institutions to obtain photographic images of relevant message sticks for the purposes stated.
The results of the project can be made available to participating collecting institutions upon request. If you would like further clarification please don't hesitate
to get in touch.

Best regards,
Michelle Culpitt

General Manager — Arts and Culture

Maningrida Arts & Culture, Babbarra Womens Centre, Djomi Museum the Cultural Research Office
and the Arts & Culture Precinct Project

Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporation

PMB 102, Winnellie NT, 0822

Telephone 08 8979 6100

w: http://www.bawinanga.com

Rebecca Mirams <Rebecca.Mirams@magnt.net.au> 26 November 2019 at 13:49
To: Michelle Culpitt <Michelle.Culpitt@bawinanga.com>
Cc: Luke Scholes <Luke.Scholes@magnt.net.au>, Piers Kelly <piers.kelly@gmail.com>, Ingrid Stonhill <Ingrid.Stonhill@bawinanga.com>

Dear Michelle,
Thank you for permission confirmation. Piers’ request to photograph the Central Arnhem message sticks will go ahead.

Kind regards,

Rebecca

Rebecca Mirams

MUSEUM o
AND ART Technical Officer — History & Culture

GALLERY

NORTHERN
TERRITORY 08 8999 8295 | magnt.net.au

19 Conacher St, The Gardens, Darwin, NT 0820 | GPO Box 4646, Darwin, NT 0801

| acknowledge the traditional owners of country across the Northern Territory and beyond, and pay my respects to Elders past, present and
emerging.
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Date: 25 March 2021
To Whom It May Concern

This is to advise that Dr Piers Kelly is an Adjunct Senior Lecturer based in the School of
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences at the University of New England, Armidale.

He is externally supported by a Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) grant to undertake
research on message sticks in museum collections in Australia.

The main aims of his work are:

e to help reassociate under-documented message sticks with their traditional countries of
origin and their Traditional Owners

e to analyse the meanings associated with individual objects with guidance from Indigenous
knowledge-holders

e to describe message stick communication as an Australia-wide practice

At the University of New England he has begun a collaboration with Indigenous oral historian Dr
Lorina Barker to positively identify message sticks of relevance to Adnyamathanha, Muruwari,
Baakandji, Ngemba, Wangkumara, Kunja and Malyangapa consultants on her Australian Research
Council Discovery Indigenous project ‘Songlines of Country’ (IN190100070).

Beyond museumes, his fieldwork is centred in the Top End where his research is directed by four
Indigenous-run organisations: Tiwi Design (Tiwi Islands), Maningrida Arts (Western Arnhem Land),
Anindilyakwa Arts (Groote Eylandt) and the Ngukurr Language Centre (Ngukurr).

| will be much obliged if you could assist Dr Kelly in locating relevant materials.

Yours sincerely,
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Professor Heiko Daniel
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research)



